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A PERPETUAL REVIVAL. 
+ «The Lord is with you while ye be with him.”—2 Chron. xv. 2. 


a Siete w-part of ‘the message which the Lord sent to naif coi 
amy as'they were returning in triumph after their battle with the 
ipians: Soon after the pious g ascended the throne, and 
gan to’ break up the idolatrous cS ractices of the people, war was 
wag fdreinet hima by Zerah at the ead of the Ethiopians. An host 
‘a owsand thousand and three hundred chariots came out 
hin Asa cried unto the Lord for help, and went forth 
Gwhis almighty arm. He gained the victory over his numerous 
‘ai powerful enemies ; and now on his return home, he is told how 
fe May continue to enjoy the favor of that rine who tought his 
Bilis to ‘war ‘and his fingers to fight,—* And the Spirit of 
f Azariah the son of Oded: And he went out to meet Asa, and 
hersdid‘unto him,- Hear ye me, Asa, ll ua ei: 
@ Lord is with you while ye be with: him.” The 
iets are thus taught how they may continue to enjoy the 
blessing of God their Savior. is a precious truth for God? 
inevery age. It is applicable to us. 
“Phe Lord has been among this church and 
fy blessed the labors of his faithful children, 
in the hopeful conversion of some souls. Some 
tied have been taken captive, and led to the feet of J: 
were made willing in the day of God’s power. 
tions ‘of his presence, his power, and his grace, the 
, Many ef you glad. And now ry question is Shall 
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work of the Divine Spirit go forward? Shall the 

among us? Shall He walkin us, and dwell in us, and be » 

and we be his people? Shall we have a perpetual revival ? 

we feed the fire that has been kind] at oo Cannas 
burn with i ing brightness as long as we live? Say notithat 
this is too much. The word of prophecy declares that such a, 
‘is before the church, and why not come into wt yh athe 

of God’s kingdom in the frequent outpourings of the Spirit, 
safed to the.church within the last twenty years, should lead 
labor for, and expect great things of the Lord—even such a reviyal 


as shall last till the end of time. Indeed, there are some churches 


already that, for years together, have not passed a communion season 
without having some added to their numbers. The dews of she 
have been gently distilling, and the fruits of righteousness conti 
springing forth. Why may it not be so with all our churches, 
t till the world’s redemption is accomplished ? - egg 
My subject this morning, is a perpetual revival of religion. «By 


a perpetual revival, I mean such a state of the church as shalhge 
cure the presence of the Holy Spirit and the fruits of his continged 
. a a 


operations. 

L. This is desirable. “ge 

All who are the children of God must, it seems to me, be unitedin 
this. A —_ revival of religion spreads the atmosphere of heaven 
around. e church that is baptized and pervaded by the spiritief 
it, much resembles the general assembly and church of the first-bom 
im heaven. Those who go forth, like King Asa, trating oe 
and holding communion with him, are richly blessed. ir peaceis 
‘Tike a river, and their righteousness like the waves of the sea... Se 
tan, for the time, flees from them ; temptation has little or no power 
‘over them. To them the Bible, with all its instructions and promise, 
is very precious. They are prepared to say of this book of Godie 
“T have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary 
food.” It is the theme of their meditation all the day long. Heavas 


t delight. The things of this world no longer perplex 
pm parce hem wih fc good. In jatenh of the’ 
have great delight. go forth weeping, beari re 
a. and os again rejoicing, bri sing their caine them, 
O, how desirable it is to continue in a frame—to dwell 
the shadow of the Almighty! How desirable thus to live above: th 
world, having our affections on things above, and not on things 
the earth. w desirable to have such fellowship with the Father 
‘and with his Son Jesus Christ, month after month, and year after 
year—even till we drop this earthly house of our pa and go 
to dwell in a brighter world. How desirable to live evermow 
oted to that service which returns to us a rich reward even while 


seems very near to them; its holy objects they dwell ‘hee 


engaged in it, “ Be.ye steadfast, immoveable, always abounding) . 
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the work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your labor is net 
invain in the Lord ;”—not in vain, if your own spiritual prosperity 


alone be considered. de 
jeThe health and growth of such as have been recently born of 
G@od, require a state of devotedness on the part of the church. Great 
ibility rests on us with reference to them. Being guided and 
assisted by the Holy Spirit in our prayers and efforts, we have had, 
aswe hope, great influence in bringing them to Christ. To those 
rwho have been their spiritual fathers, they will naturally look: for 
example and direction. But how can we illuminate their path with 
ithe light of a holy life, if the Lord be not with us? And how can we 
instruct them aright, when we refuse ourselves to listen any longer to 
the heavenly Teacher? If we grieve away the blessed Spirit—lose 
the true revival spirit, we shall ourselves walk in darkness. We shall 
de blind leaders of those who look to us for help in their spiritual 
infancy. If we go away from God, we ourselves shall feed on ne- 
thing better than husks and gravel; and how shall we be able to 
feed those who are babes in Christ, with the sincere milk of the 
word? If we would be useful to souls, after having travailed in birth 
for them, we must cherish the presence of God. Many a church, 
after a season of refreshing, has sunk down into coldness and apathy, 
and starved her spiritual children. Hence it is that we find so many 
dwarfs in the family of Christ. The church becomes worldly, and 
neglects her children :—refuses to cherish, feed and clothe them; and 
were it not for the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, they would die. 
But He gathers them in his arms, and carries them in his bosom, and 
Leng alive, in spite of the neglect and cruelty of their mother 
the bride, the Lamb’s wefe. : ; + 
If a young convert is to be healthy, vigorous, growing, and useful, 
he must be cherished in the bosom of a warm-hearted church. He 
must be remembered in the prayers of that church, receive the benefit 
of her counsels, and be cheered on by her shining example. Old and 
experienced soldiers always give character to the army. They stand 
inthe first ranks, and by their courage and fidelity, incite others:to 
deeds of noble daring. Well tried soldiers of the Cross, how de- 
sirable is it for the sake of those who have just enlisted, that you 


ee post, and fight manfully the good fight of 


‘A perpetual revival is desirable for the good of the churdh. 
When a revival of religion commences, but few at first are found to 
be engaged in it; but few feel the worth of souls, and pray and labor 
for their salvation; but few in the prayer-meeting, and 
efforts, show that they are prepared for the work of the Lord. But 
as the good work advances, what a e comes over the church. 
One professor and another who had backslidden, so far as to live even 
without the forms of godliness, is quickened to newness of life. The 
long-neglected closet is now opened—the family altar is reared—the 
prayer-meeting is visited, and the tongue is loosed in earnest plead- 
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ing with sinners to become reconciled to God. Thus the leaven of 
divine influence is capes from one member to another, till the face of 
the church is entirely changed. The voice of confession, tears of rs 
pentance, songs of deliverance, fervent supplications, and faith 
warnings, now take the place of that formality or death-like 
that rei before the Spirit was ay out from on high. Let the 
revival rotracted, and all who have the ae of God in any mea 
sure, will awakened from their spiritual slumbers, and ht 
out on the Lord’s side. Christians might as well sleep in heaven gs 
sleep in a perpetual revival. Large bodies are a long time oe 
in motion ; much time is needed to infuse life and animation into 
the members of the body of Christ. My 

When the Spring opens, the snow that covers the plains and 

to the sun, soon disappears; but that which is deposi 


the fences and in the forests, remains for a long season. in at 


vival. Some come at once directly under the influence of the 

and Spirit, and quickly feel their renewing power ; others keep ak 

for a time, but if the revival continues, they, at length, are warm 

and melted down by the fires of Divine love. In this way 

_ every branch that is in him, that it may bring forth mop 
4 ? 


To another class in the church a protracted revival is wef 
mean such as have a name to live, but are dead. H ites 
deceived persons cannot bear the test of a genuine revival. Fora 
time they can look on with indifference, and feel safe, saying, “Itis 
nothing but a temporary excitement.” But let the work conti 
many months ; let it spread from house to house, till they see the 
seighbors and friends, and perhaps the members of their own z 
seeking the salvation of their souls, and how do they feel ? Sei 
of their deadness to every thing of a spiritual nature, they are com 
strained to look upon themselves, while they know they are viewed 
by others, as “an island of ice in a sea of fire.” They are like the 
snows on the Alps that are never removed. Some such persons an 
brought to realize their state in revivals of short continuance. Would 
they not all be exposed—exposed to themselves, and exposed 
others, in a perpetual revival? Would it be possible for a hypo 
crite to live in the church? And is it not desirable that such pe» 
sons should be brought to a sense of their real condition—that 
character should stand out as it is? In this way they may be led tt 
feel their want, and seek the Lord oe may be found. By 
ing out hypocrites in this way, their d influence, in shutting @ 
the binges of heaven against others, will be destroyed. They will 
no longer be regarded as christians, but as hypocrites, having merely 
the name and form of godliness. ‘A 
I see not how any christian can pass through a protracted revival 
—witness its progress, and breathe its atmosphere, and not be roused 
up to prayer and effort. That professor who cannot come to a pray- 
er-meeting, or an evening meeting—who cannot take sweet counsé 
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with his brethren, and rejoice with the young convert—who cannot 
out his soul in prayer, and stretch forth a helping hand to save 
men, let not that professor regard himself as a christian. He 
warates himself from God, and sets up his idols in his heart, and 
the ore rs of his iniquity before his face; and I hear 
voice of the Lord declare concerning him :—“I will set my face 

inst that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and I 
cut him off from the midst of my people ; and ye shall know that 
Pam the Lord.” (Ezek. xiv. 8.) If we wish to have a church freed 
of its rites, and filled with devoted members, we should desire a 


ay revival. 
good of the impenitent certainly calls for such a state of 
the church. How much they are restrained and held in check by a 
revival. Their sinful pleasures and habits of open vice are interrupt- 
et, if not forever abandoned. Sometimes I am aware they are fran- 
tic with rage, and are mad upon their idols; but this is usually a 
desperate effort that soon ceases. Go with me into a community 
where God is don ing out his Spirit, and his church is abounding in 
his service. at Sabbath-da stillness and solemnity characterize 
the people. The idle jest and profane oath you seldom hear. The 
ball-room and card-table are forsaken. The intoxicating cup is used ' 
such as wish to drown the convictions of conscience. Almost 
all seem to be thinking about their souls, and preparing for the world 
to come. The iniquities of former times are exposed; deeds that 
were performed in the dead of night are now brought to light; and 
that which was spoken in the ear seems to be proclaimed upon the 
house-top. This revelation strikes terror through the ranks of trans- 
gressors. They see the hand of God; and those who do not submit 
tohim, stand in awe, and tremble in his presence. And though the 
revival soon declines, its restraining power is seen and felt for years, 
That community which is most frequently blessed with revivals, is 
most distinguished for its good order and heathful morality. What 
then would be its condition in a perpetual revival ? Let the heart of 
achurch be ever full of love to God and love to men—that love 
which would rebuke iniquity, and point forward to death and a judg- 
ment to come ; sinners would be comparatively silent and harmless. 
The chain of holiness would be laid upon Satan, and his works, if not 
destroyed, would be acted out on a small scale. 

But good morals are not all we wish to secure. The impenitent 
have souls of untold worth. If not washed in the blood of Jesus, 
they must perish. To their ranks some are daily added; and from 
them some are daily summoned away to the retributions of eternity. 
The work of death goes steadily on. It is not occasional and tem~- 
porary, and why should revivals be. O for that strong and steady 
influence from above, which shall secure the second birth of all who 
touch on these shores of probation ! 

The wants of the world render it desirable that there should be 
a perpetual revival in the church. Christ hath left the church a very 
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important trust, with reference to the world. His command is that 
she take the gospel and evangelize the nations. Eighteen centuries 
have rolled away and the work is not done; at the present time jt 
moves onward slowly, and with great difficulty; and why? Is it 
for the want of numbers? No. She has sons and daughters enough 
to preach the gospel to every creature. Is it for the want of means? 
No. She has means sufficient—I had almost said without the 

tice of any self-denial, to furnish every nation, tribe, and family with 
the preached gospel. But the church has but little faith in God, ang 


little love for souls; and therefore the work lingers. When ing 


state of declension, christians have but little desire to glorify God and 
Save men. They are selfish and groveling, and have no heart to this 
appropriate with: But when filled with the spirit of a genuine Tet 
vival, they have jealousy for God and sympathy for men. Then 
can feel and pray and act. They wish to save souls whether near 
remote. For this they are willing to employ all the talents they 


Suppose the whole Protestant Church now in a revival state; do 
ou think there would be any want of means to carry forward ow 
ionary enterprises at home and abroad? The treasury of the 
Lord would be filled at once to overflowing. Suppose this revival 
should be perpetuated ; how long do you think it would be before it 
would be sung in every dark corner of the earth,—“ How beautifal: 


that publisheth peace ; that bringeth good tidings of good, that 
lisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion—thy God reigneth.” 

such a church praying and laboring, the Lord would make a short 
work in the earth—a nation would born at once, and Jesus would 


upon the mountains are the feet of him that bee pe good ae 


see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied. Nothing but the spitit) 


of a perpetual revival is adequate to meet the wants of the world 

to meet the calls of divine Providence. How desirable then that the 
church should speedily come into this state of holy consecration. And 
where shall the example first be set? Where may it be reasonably 
expected, if not in that section of the church that has been most high 


ly favored by the outpourings of the Holy Spirit. In New England, 


revivals of religion have been so frequent and powerful as to awaken 
joyful surprise throughout all Protestant Christendom. 0 


And now it should be our aim, not merely to enjoy revivals—ner 


to enjoy them frequently, but to live on from year to year in a pét- 
petual revival. Let us live so as not to be surprised if we witnes 
conversions every week. Let us live so near to God—be so filled 
with faith and hope that we shall be greatly disappointed if souls are 
not continually coming into the kingdom of the Redeemer. Let one 


church occupy this high ground, and she will stand as a city oma 
hill, which cannot be hid. Other churches will see her light and re. 
joice in it. The idea of a perpetual revival will be entertained and: 


acted upon. Then the churches, instead of sitting in sack-cloth, and 
mourning over their darkness and leanness the most of the time, #8 
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now do, will arise and put on their beautiful garments—they 
shine forth fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an 
army with banners. 


- IL Having considered the desirableness of a perpetual revival, the 
inquiry naturally arises, in the seconp place, Is God wituine to grant 
the blessing to his people? If it will not be for his glory, or the 

good of his church ; or, if for any other reason God is un- 

to = out his Spirit continually upon his people, then we 

should not labor and pray for this blessing with any expectation of 
receiving it. 

But what say the Scriptures on this subject? The text contains an’ 

ing assurance-—“ The Lord is with you while ye be with 

him: if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, 

he will forsake you.” The presence of God which is here promised, 

secures all that we mean by a perpetual revival of religion. As it se- 

cured to King Asa the victory over the Ethiopians, so it will now 

ive to christians the victory over their enemies, and success in all 

Geir labors. It is the Divine presence that makes a genuine revival, 
and this, according to the text, may be enjoyed as long as we wish. 
Of the same import are many other portions of the revealed will of 
God. “ He that asketh receiveth, and he that seeketh findeth, and 
to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.” “If ye then being evil, 


know how to give good gifts to F rad children, how much more shall 


your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” 
“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they 
shall be filled.”” Again, speaking of his people whom he hath con- 
sectated as a temple for himself, God says—* I will dwell in them, 
Goa, and they shall be my 
e.”? 
ese, and similar passages which abound in this holy book, ex- 
owe not only a willingness on the part of God to be with me Poe 
the most unequivocal promises and assurances that he will do so. 
Christ promised that he and his Father would take up their abode 
with his disciples; and, again, that the Holy Spirit should abide with 
them forever. A realization of these precious truths is all that we 
mean by a perpetual revival. Let us then engrave it upon our hearts 
as a truth never to be effaced or forgotten, that God is willing to be- 
stow upon us the richest blessings we can seek,—nay more, that he is 
willing to do for us exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask, 
or even think. 

And while He is willing, there is nothing in his nature or con- 
dition to prevent the accomplishment of his pleasure. There is no 
necessity for God’s leaving his people when he is visiting them by his 
Spirit. He does not become weary, nor do his resources fail. “ Hast 
thou not known, hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 


weary? There is no searching of his understanding. He giveth 
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power to the faint ; and to them who have no might, he increasetjy’ 

. Even the youth shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fail. But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength ; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 
run and not be weary ; they shall walk and not faint.” The Lord’s 
atm is not shortened that it cannot save, neither is his ear heavy that 
it cannot hear. Giving doth not impoverish him ; nor doth withhold- 
ing enrich him. The waters of salvation do not come from a broken 


cistern, but from an overflowing fountain that ‘never fails, nor is ever 
diminished. 


It is not necessary for God to leave a people that he visits ip 


order to grant others a refreshing from his presence. Were it so— 
were it impossible for God to manifest the tokens of his peg to 
more than one community at the same time, then we could not hope 
for a perpetual revival. All his children are dear to him as the ap~ 
le of his eye, and we should expect that our Heavenly Father w 
passing around from one loved church to another—leaving some 
to mourn the hidings of his face, while others are rejoicing in his 
smiles. But the Lord is not thus shut up to space like one of us. He 
can be with every church, and every member, and every minister, 
Hear his glorious promises,—“ Thus saith the Lord, Heaven is my 
throne, and earth is my footstool.” “Lo! I am with you alwa 
even to the end of the world.” A kindred promise is made to all ie 
disciples,—“ Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.”” His promise too respecting revivals 
of religion, seems to respect not local churches, but the whole fami 
of man,—* I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.” God’s Spirit s 
a free Spirit, and it may be freely given to the world. It will extend 
its saving operations till, like the atmosphere, it will cover the whole 
earth, imparting life and salvation to all the inhabitants thereof. 

The good of God’s people does not render it necessary that He 
should withdraw his reviving Spirit from them. There are two he 
retical impressions extensively prevailing in the church :—one is, that’ 
a high degree of piety cannot consist with a proper attention 10 
worldly business ;—the other, that eminently holy persons cannot live~ 
long here on earth. But is itso? Cannot christians enjoy the pre-’ 
sence of God, and prosecute their worldly avocations? Then the 
Christian religion is not adapted to man in his circumstances here be- 
low. Who will thus arraign the wisdom of God in the plan of sal- 
vation, and charge him with a grand failure? God hath declared, 
(Deut. xii. 7.) that his people may rejoice before him in all that they 
put their hands unto. On this passage the excellent John Rogers 
remarks,—* Surely this is a great liberty, but I fear enjoyed by very 
few. Doubtless many of our sorrows come through our own default, 
which we might avoid. And as for godly sorrow, that would be 
consistent with this rejoicing; if, therefore, we are allowed-in all 
things to rejoice, then may we do so from one thing to another ; from 
our waking to our sleeping. First, in our first thoughts of God in 
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the morning ; then in our prayer; after Satinemeciing , and while 
we are about our daily elem ; then at our.meals; and in compa- 
ny; and alone; both at home and abroad; in prosperity and adver- 
;_in meditation; in our dealings; and in all our affairs; and 
lastly, in mag: the day in examination, and viewing it over. And. 
what hinders, if we are resolved to do the will of God, throughout the 
day, but that we may indeed rejoice before him in all that we put our 
hand unto?” And have there not been some that have carried this 
gpirit of piety into all the duties of life? Did not Enoch and David. 
and Daniel; Hannah and Lois and Eunice; Leighton and Harlan 
Page, live and act on this principle of serving the Lord in all 
ings? Let us dismiss, then, forever the thought that religion can- 
not be carried into the common walks of life. Let us embrace it as 
a principle, and reduce it to practice in all things, so that whether 
we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, we may do all to the glory of 
God. 

Christians are not better fitted for the duties of life by grieving 
away the Holy Spirit. In so doing they wrong their own souls,— 
they injure all their interests; for ‘godliness is profitable unto all 

ving the promise of the life that now is, and of that which 

”” God does not withdraw from his people while “a 
with him. He has. no good to confer by his absence. In the 
guage of Dr. Owen :—“ There may be a season, indeed, when God 
will seem to hide himself from believers in their prayers, so as they 
shall neither find that life in themselves which they have done form- 
erly, nor be sensible of any gracious communications from him ; but 
this is done only for a time, and principally to stir them up to such 
fervency and perseverance in prayer, aS may recover them into their 
former, or a better estate than yet they have attained to. The like 
pads said of all other duties of religion, or ordinances of divine 
Ww 7? 


As for the sentiment that eminent holiness cannot remain long on 
the earth, I know not whence it sprang. Sure I am it is not autho- 
rized in the Word of God. Men are prone to observe a few particu- 
lar cases, and from these, hastily draw general conclusions. How 
many mistakes have been made in this way, both in philosophy and 


religion. In this way, perhaps, ~~ * ated the sentiment we are con- 


sidering. Some few young men, hed for piety, have been 
mysteriously cut down in the morning of their ness. Brainard 
and Martyn, and James Brainard Taylor were early removed; and 
from this, the sentiment may have arisen, that uncommon piety must 
soon leave the world. How erroneous the inference! It has no 
foundation in reason or Scripture ; nor is it well sustained by observa- 
tion. Must we be groveling, worldly, and sinful, in a considerable 
degree, in order to prolong life here below? What is there so con- 
servative in sin that it must be cherished in order to keep soul and 
body together? The Bible teaches us that weakness, sickness, pain, 
and death, are the fruit of sin. From this we should infer that piety, 
) 2 
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which brings us to obey the laws of our being, as well as those? 
revelation, would serve to improve our systems and prolong our dayy 
on the earth. : “en 
“Cannot eminent piety live here? What says the history of the 
church on this subject? Did not Abraham and Job and Paul ang 
Hooker and Davenport live to a good old age, and, for many yeargy 
bring forth the ripest fruits of piety? Their religion did not iil them, 
Christians must walk with God, and that too more closely than the 
church is now accustomed to do, or a perpetual revival can never be 


enjoyed. But this thought is worthy of more particular consideration, . 


The conclusion from this branch of the subject is this—God is willi 
to abide with his people by his reviving Spirit, and there is nothingin 
his nature or condition, or in the circumstances of his people to render 
it necessary that he should leave them. sid 


re 
III. But there are some conditions which we must notice, in .the 
third place, on which a perpetual revival may be enjoyed. These are 
referred to in the text—‘ The Lord is with youwhile ye be with him: 
Christians are with God in a season of revival, and they must continné’ 
with him if they would have such a season perpetuated. 8 
They must be with him in communion. Those christians whouy 
the Lord employs as the instruments of promoting his work of 
have fellowship with him. They have fellow feelings and fellow 
—_ with God. They come to his mercy seat and lay hold of 
is omnipotent arm. In the closet, at the communion table, andinalh 
the services of religion they have true enjoyment. This arises, not 
from animal excitement, which, like the flood-stream, will soon be’ 
lost, but from a hearty agreement with God about the principlesof 
sin and holiness. Noone can live in the indulgence of sin and be 
useful in a revival. Secret as well as open transgression creates aif 
insuperable obstacle to communion with God. “If I regard iniquity 
in my heart,” says David, “the Lord will not hear me.” There isino 
such thing as praying and sinning together. And if one attempts to’ 


call upon God while in a course of sinful indulgence, he mocks God’ 


and will be treated as a mocker. God will not be gracious to him 
He will not incline his ear to his cry ; He will not lift upon him the: 
light of his countenance, but leave his soul in horrible darkness 
«What communion hath light with darkness ? and what concord hath 
Christ with Belial?’ To walk in darkness, i. e. in the: ways of sin, 
renders communion with God impossible, for “ if we say we have fele 
lowship with Him and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth.” 
When laboring successfully in the work of the Lord, christians walk 
in the light, i. e. in the paths of truth and holy living, and in this way 
have true fellowship with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

~ A fo sm revival depends on this continued communion with 
God. people must not rest satisfied with such tokens of his favor 
as they have received ; but strive to grow irf grace and in the knowl- 


edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. They should not content 
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. fhemselves with occasional glimpses of their Father’s face in the 


doset, and at the sacramental feast ; but seek a renewed sense of his 
love day by day. “Many of the better sort of professors are too ne« 

t in this matter;” says Dr. Owen; “they do not long and pant 
inthe inward man after renewed pledges of the love of God; they de 
not consider how much they have need of them, that they may be en« 
couraged and strengthened to all other duties of obedience; they do 
not prepare their minds for the reception of them, nor come (to his 
worship) with expectation of their communication to them ; they do 
not rightly fix their faith on this truth, namely, that these holy admin 
istrations and duties are appointed of God, in the first place, as the 
means of conveying his love and a sense of it to our souls. From 
hence —_ the luke-warmness, coldness and indifference in and to 
the duties of holy worship; for if men have the principal design of 
faith in them, and disesteem the chiefest benefit to be obtained by them, 
whence should zeal for them, delight in them, or diligence in attendance 
tothem arise? Let not any please themselves under the power of 
such decays ; they are indications of their inward frame, and those in- 
fallible. Such persons ort ope cold and negligent, as to the duties 
of public worship ; they will put themselves neither to charge or 
trouble about them; every occasion of life diverts them, and when 
they do attend upon them, it is with great indifference. These things 
openly discover an ulcerous disease in the very souls of men, and I 

avoid the society of such persons as those who carry an infee- 
tious 169) about them, unless it were to help on their cure.” (Spir. 
Mind. 169. 

In these remarks we have a graphic picture of the decline of chris 
tians—of the manner in which the Spirit is grieved from the church 
and revivals are stopped. Here let christians be on their guard. Let 
them not forsake God, or seek only at long intervals to come near to 
him. They should not live a day without going to heaven many 
times, and:in all that they do, they should set the Lord before ther 
faces. By so doing the light of God will be their light. They will 
be in sympathy with him: the feelings and principles of the divine 
mind will be theirs. And as He is ever active in pouring forth the 
flood of his benevolence throughout his boundless kingdom ; so chris- 
tians, partaking of his spirit, would do good to all as they have op- 
portunity. They would comfort, warn, rebuke and encourage each 
other, and pray-one for another. To sinners they would often speale 
about the soul, and the blood of its redemption. And more than all 
their example, like the voice of many waters, would make a dreadful 
sound in the ears of the ungodly. Disciples of Jesus, do you doubt 
about the result of such a course? Do you not perceive how a pers 
petual revival may be enjoyed? All that is needful is—to be with 
God, to live like christians. How simple the rule! Will you not 
“ii tienon Dore the sil f christians! If a 

is is so, how t responsibility of christians ! a per- 
petual revival is wot enjoyed, they ere chargeable with the crime of 
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forsaking God, and rendering his instrumentality for the salvation of . 
men, ineffectual. Heis thesame. The Sabbath, the preached me 
and the Spirit are the same; and why should not the church labor for, 
and expect the same blessed fruits of conviction, conversion and sancti. 
fication from week to week, and year to year? Why not be “stead.: 
fast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, foras- 
much as ye know that your labors are not in vain in the Lord ?” 

not enjoy a perpetual revival? God is willing to grant it: and cap 
we live without it and not incur great guilt and provoke heavy judg. 
ments ? 

Ministers of the gospel, I am aware, come in for a great share of 
responsibility in this matter. There is meaning in the proverb—like 
priest, like people. If we stand aloof from revivals—view them with 
suspicion, or pronounce them spurious; if we dictate to the Lord, and 
stand against reviving influences unless they come in the way that’ 
we prescribe ; above all, if we live at a distance from God ourselves, 
and have not the light. of life in our souls, we and our people will 
greatly suffer. He may visit other churches and multiply converts to 
righteousness, but we shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall 
not see when good cometh. We must be filled with the Spirit and 
walk in the Spirit, if we would make full proof our ministry. With 
out these qualifications we shall run uncertainly, and fight as one that 
beateth the air. Said Brainard on his death-bed, “ When ministers 
feel these special gracious influences on their hearts, it wonde 
assists them to come at the consciences of men, and as it were h: 
them with their hands; whereas, without them, whatever reason and 
oratory we make use of, we do but make use of stumps instead of 
hands.” 

How often have ministers realized the truth of these remarksin | 
their own experience. How often they preach without getting hold 
of their hearers, and holding them close to the truth. But when they 
feel aright,—when they go into the pulpit in the strength of the Lord 
God, they generally preach in demonstration of the Spirit, and with 
power. e eye of the hearer is fixed—his ear attent, and his heatt 
is moved. God sets the seal to his truth, and makes it his wisdom 
and power to salvation. 

- Ministers, as well as churches, should aim at great things, and ez 
pect great things. If they do not expect revivals only at great inter 
vals, thev will not labor to secure them ;—they will not enjoy them. 
But let them believe that a perpetual revival is possible, then, if they 
have the right spirit, they will aim to secure it. Let them also enjoy 
the hearty co-operation of praying, believing churches, then the word 
will run, have free course, and be glorified. O, come the day when 
holiness unto the Lord shall be upon the bells of the horses, and the 
pots in the Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar! May 
not that day be near? Let us see. Let us bring all the tithes into 
the store-house, and prove the Lord therewith, and see if He will not 


pour us out a blessing, so that there shall not be room enough to re- 
ceive it. 
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SERMON CCCLIV. 





BY REV. GORHAM D. ABBOTT, 


NEW YORK. 





THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that””——“ a Kine shall reign and pros- 
?——— ‘and this is his name whereby he shall be called, Tue Lorp our 
GHTEOUSNESS.”’—Jer, xxiii, 5, 6; and xxxiii. 16. 


Tue Bible represents our Lorp Jesus Curist in many and different 

points of light. Asa Prophet, a Priest, and a King, the Son of God 

, in the Sacred volume. The various views of his character, 

= som work, traced by the — of inspiration, constitute one har- 

monious and perfect whole. ere is nothing conflicting in all the 

ious assemblage of excellencies, that unite in the character of the 

eemer of the world. Nothing can be added to it. Nothing can 

be taken from it. It stands, and will forever stand, aLone,—a model 
of spotless perfection. 

. I propose to exhibit one of these views, as it appears extending 

h the Sacred volume, from Moses to Malachi, and from Mat- 

thew to the end. All parts of the book seem to combine to set forth, 

in the strongest relief, one peculiarity in his character, indicated in the 

title, Tue Kine or RicuTeousness. 

In order to accomplish the object I have in view, I shall confine 
myself closely to the Scripture testimony ; and to this single element 
in the regal glories of our Redeemer ;—and invite attention, first, to 
those considerations and statements which bear upon the subject, in 
Moses and the Prophets. 


Wear 1s Ricutgousyess ? 
This term, as applied to God, signifies that perfection of his nature 
and attributes, by which he is infinitely just and holy in himself, and 
in his dealings with all his creatures. Righteousness, as applied to 


\ 
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man, signifies his conformity to this attribute in the Divine ch 

manifested by obedience to the Divine law. This. is in accordance 
with the definition of righteousness as given by Moses. At the sec- 
ond giving of the law, narrated in Deut. vi., before the children of 
ined-oue permitted to enter into the promised land, Moses was dis 
rected to assemble all the tribes in the peaceful valley of, Beth-Peop, 
and to rehearse to them again, in the seclusion and stillness of that 
scene, the same sublime commands that had been promulgated forty. 


years before, amid the thunderings and lightnings of Sinai. After the 


repetition of the Decalogue on this occasion, the honored ‘herald of _ 


Jehovah declares :— 
“ And it shall be own ricuTeousness, if we observe to do all these 
commandments before the Lord our God, as He commanded us.” 
Thus it plainly appears that Righteousness’ in man, implies the 
keeping of all God’s commands. This is its primary Seripture signi- 
fication. But all mankind have failed in the requirement, and are 
consequently utterly destitute of righteousness. 


THE DESTITUTION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS AMONG MEN ABSOLUTE AND 
UNIVERSAL. 


The two-fold law of love to God, and love to man, on which all 
the divine commands depend, the whole human race have violated, 
There is no nation nor kingdom, under the whole heaven, where such 
principles and obligations are recognised in human codes. The very 
Jirst and chief of all the commandments, and which, in the spirit of 
‘it, embraces every duty that man owes to his Maker, every humai 
being has broken. Not a single individual of all the race of Adamj 
( ith one aan has ever obeyed it. Not a man, not a womaiiy 


not a child, (who has reached the period of moral action at all,) 


all the generations, during 4800 years, has been exempt from the uni. 


versal charge of transgression. 
The second command, to “love thy neighbor as thyself,” embra- 

cing in its spirit all the duties which human beings owe to each 

has been likewise and equally disobeyed. The world have tram 


them both under foot. They have rejected the commands of Almighty 


God, and laid them in the dust. 

The first thing which the ancient lawgiver did, as he brought down 
from Horeb’s top, the stone tablets which God had given him there; 
for man, was to dash them in pieces—at his feet ;—an expressive but 
melancholy type of what Moses and all mankind eve dion They 
have said, “ We will not have the Almighty to reign over us.”— 
“The tables of the testimony,” “the tables of stone written with the 
finger of God ;””—* the tables which were the work of God; the wri- 
ting, which was the writing of God,” they have dashed in pieces! 


And this is the testimony of God’s word, “The Lord looked down . 


from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that 
did understand and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are al« 
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become filthy. There is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
is none righteous, no, not one.” 

The history of the world accords with this testimony of the word 
of God. Let us trace, for a moment, the progress of mankind after 
this second giving of the law, to which we have alluded. We need 
not dwell upon any other portion of the human family, than the chil- 
dren of Israel. e rest of the Gentile world, it will be conceded, 
were sunk in the lowest depths of idolatry and sin. 

. The children of Israel had not taken possession of the promised 
land, before they had far gone. in the career of transgression. Moses, 
the servant of God, was required to say unto them: “ Hear, O Israel, 
thou art to go over Jordan, this day.” * * * “Understand, 
therefore, thisday, * * * Speak not in thy heart, saying, for 
my righteousness, the Lord hath brought me in to possess this land. 

* * Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine 
heart, dost thou go to possess the land; but for the wickedness of 
these nations, the Lord thy God doth drive them out before thee.” 


_ Moses repeats and reiterates the declaration, “ Understand, therefore, 


that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it, 
for thy righteousness. For, remember, forget not,. from the day thou 
didst depart out of Egypt, until ye came into this place, ye have been 
rebellious against the Lord.” 

These passages establish the fact, that at this period, neither the 
Jew, nor the Canaanite, had any righteousness in the sight of God. 
All the Canaanitish nations were about to be blotted out from the 
face of the earth, to be, in their ruin, an everlasting monument of 
God’s displeasure against sin; and the Jews, who were to take their 
place, were distinctly informed, it was for no righteousness of theirs, 
that they were to inherit the mountains and valleys of the extermina- 
ted nations. 

Time will not permit, to follow the course of the Israelites down 
through succeeding ages. Suffice it to say, their whole career, until 
the final overthrow and ruin of their city and nation, was little else 
than a long protracted succession of alternate sins and punishments. 
They were ever reaping the bitter fruits of their wnrighteousness. 


. Tre Kine or RichrTeousness. 


There was no righteousness among men. The prophets early began 
fo announce ANOTHER RIGHTEOUSNESS. It would almost seem as if the 
forbearance of heaven had been exhausted with the trial of mankind. 
Once, the whole race, a single family excepted, had been swept away 
with a flood. Now, the entire family of nations, in the land of Ca- 
naan, were extirpated, and the children of Israel, the fewest and fee- 
blest of all people, were brought in to take their place, and make one 

/trial more, if a nation would obey their mighty Maker and Deliverer. 
But all in vain. The ante-diluvians, the post-diluvians, the very fa~ 
mily of Noah, and all his descendants, the Canaanite, the Egyptian, 
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and the Jew, all, all alike disobey their Creator, and violate his law, 
whether written on the tablet of the conscience and the heart, or on 
the stone tables of Moses. 

It would seem, that in view of this universal destitution of right. 
eousness among men, that the prophets began to proclaim another 
righteousness of God. David said that righteousness should “ look 
down from heaven.” ‘ That the righteousness of God was an ever, 
lasting righteousness.” He declared that there should “Come forth 
a branch out of the root of Jesse, and the Spirit of the Lord should 
rest upon him, and righteousness should be the girdle of his loins” 


Isaiah, as an herald, proclaims a coming King—saying, “ Beholdg — 


King shall reign in righteousness.” “The Lord is well pleased for 
his righteousness sake. He will magnify the law, and make it ho 
norable.” : 

As the prophet seems to obtain fuller views of the righteousness 
which was to come from heaven, he says, “ Drop down, ye heavens, 
from above, let the skies pour down righteousness ;””—and his emo- 
tions kindling in prospect of a coming ransom for sinners, he ex. 


claims, “ Surely shall men say, in the Lord have I righteousness and 


strength, in the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified.” 

he says, “ The righteousness of the servants of the Lord is from Hi 
For He, who came when there was no intercessor, put on righteous. 
ness as a breast-plate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head.” 


When in vision, he foresees the ong King of Righteousness, asa 


conqueror, rejoicing in the apparel of victory over his enemies, he, 
asks, “ Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah—this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the great- 
ness of his strength ? ” and the response is, “I that ye in righteous. 
ness, mighty to save.” 

An hundred years after this, Jeremiah repeats the prophecy, say- 
ing, “ The days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David, a 
righteous branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and this is his 
name whereby he shall be called, rae Lorp our Ricuteousness.” 

Ten years later, the same prophet renews the promise of Jehovah, 
saying, in nearly the same words, “ Behold the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will perform that good thing which I have promised, I 
will cause the branch of righteousness to grow, * * * and this 
is the name whereby he shall be called, THe Lorp ovr Ricureous- 
NESS.” 

About fifty years later, a still more wonderful annunciation of this 

eat truth was made. In a far distant land, many hundred miles 
on the scene of the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel, a 
revelation was made unto Daniel, under circumstances of interest and 
sublimity, not surpasséd by any that had preceded it. The Jewish 
captive, in the court of the King of Babylon, was singled out as an 
object of the most extraordinary interposition of heaven, and of one of 
the most interesting missions to our world that is on record, in all the 


history of the ministry of angels. Daniel was humbling himself in, 
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and fasting, in sack-cloth and ashes, confessing to God, with 
igned self-abasement and sorrow, his own sins, and those of ‘all 
his people, deploring their utter destitution of righteousness in his 
sight. While he was speaking, and praying, and confessing, the 
archangel Gabriel was sent quickly from the court of heaven, on his 
errand of tender consolation to this mourning captive. He announces 
still more distinctly the advent of the Messiah, and more emphatically * 
declares this great object of his mission. 

Gabriel says to Daniel, “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 

le and upon the holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an 
end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in EVER- 
LASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS : that is, the Most Holy, the Messiah, should 
come; He would make reconciliation for iniquity, and not only for 
the iniquity of Judah, but of all mankind. He would bring in to this 
dark world of sin, an everlasting righteousness, a righteousness suffi- 
cient for the justification of every sinner to the end of time. 

Finally, as the canon of the Old Testament closes, and the spirit of 
Prophecy departs from the Jewish church and nation, Malachi, about 
four hundred and fifty years previous to the coming of the Messiah, 
in anticipation of his advent, and of the brightness of his spotless cha- 
racter, proclaimed, as the last strain of prophetic inspiration, that the 
day of the Lord was at hand, when the Sun or Ricureousness should 
arise with healing on his wings. 


In the fulness of time, in accordance with the oc pe the Sun 


or RieHTEOUSNEss did rise upon our world. The Messiah came, and 
made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlasting righteous- 
ness. The holy child Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and the angel de- 
clared to the mother of our Lord, that he would save his people from 
their sins. 


Il. Let us in the second place, consider this view of the character of 
our Lord Jesus Christ as it is exhibited in the Gospel. It is truly re- 
markable how clearly and distinctly the Savior himself declares this 

t object of his coming. Sekealy had he commenced his first pub- 

¢ discourse on the mount when with great emphasis, he says, Think 

not I am come to destroy the law or the prophets ; I am not come to 

destroy, but to fulfil. For, verily, I say unto you, till heaven and earth 

pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in’ no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled. 

And he did fulfil the law. The Lord from heaven in mysterious 
union with the son of Mary, fulfilled every jot and tittle of the 
eternal law. It would be interesting and important to dwell on the 
perfect fulfilment of law, which characterized the life of our Re- 

eemer. Not a single act of violation of law ever escaped him. He 
seen, in immaculate perfection every obligation under which a 
human being can lie, in the relations of life which he sustained, and 
that, too, in circumstances of difficulty, temptation, danger and suffer- 
ing, such as no other individual was ever called to meet. 
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If you ask, how did he fulfil the moral law, embodied in the two: 
commands, “thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, ang 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself! How was his love to the 
Father manifested and his love to mam? 

I answer, his love to the Father was. manifested by his perfect obes 
dience to the Father’s will. The whole tenor of his life was in ags 
cordance with the frequent prayer, “ Father, not my will, but thine be 
done.” ‘Not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 

His spirit. was so stirred within him, when he witnessed the 
tion of his Father’s temple, that his disciples applied to him the 


The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. And he said kim. 


self, near the close of his life, “The Father hath not left me 

for I do always those things that please him.” And just on the eve of 
his death, he added, almost as his dying testimony, “I have kept my 
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.” 

How did he fulfil the law of love to man? you ask. His whole 
life, and his agonizing death, were in fulfilment of this law. For itis 
written greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends. But Christ manifested his love for man in laying 
down his life for enemies. 

How did he fulfil the ceremonial law? In the rites of circumcision 
and baptism were recognised his exact conformity to the Mosiac tis 
tual and Jewish custom. Joseph and Mary took him to the temple, 


to do for him, after the eustom of the law. And not until al 


things were performed, according to the law of the Lord, did the ine 

fant Savior and his earthly kindred return to their own city Nazareth, 
Jesus journeyed from Gallilee to Jordan, to be baptized of Johm 

But the greatest of the prophets remonstrated, saying, “I have need 


to be baptised of thee, and comest thou to me?” Jesus answered, 


suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous 
ness. 

On one occasion, when the collectors of tribute for the Temple ser+ 
vice came to his disciples and asked, if “ their Master paid tribute?” 
Jesus said, “of whom do the kings of the earth take tribute, of ther 
own children, or of strangers ?”’ as if he had said, “ Doth my Father, 
Kine or Heaven, take tribute, for the service of his Temple, of me, 
his only son? The children of a king are free,” said the Savior. 


Nevertheless in fulfilment of every duty which law required of a Jew, 


he directs Peter to go for the fish, who would bring in his mouth, the 
tribute silver, both for the Lord and the apostle. 

And all the requisitions of the temple service, and the appointed at 
tendance at the feast of the passover, we notice are faithfully observed 
in the life of our Redeemer. 

Even in all the duties of civil law, we find a full and perfect dis- 
charge of every obligation. Tribute to Cesar he did not refuse to 


pay. . ' 
But perhaps you say, He was not subject to the temptations that 
, We are, and that in his exalted nature, he was able to obey. 
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Yet it is written, that he took not on him the nature of angels, but 
be took on him our nature, the séed of Abraham, and became man, 

iting in himself, the Lord from heaven in mysterious union with the 
son of Mary. “God manifest in the flesh.” “The Lord from 
heaven, in union with a human body and a human soul; the man 
Christ Jesus tempted in all points, like as we are, and yet without sin. 

And he was tempted as we are. Read the story of his temptation 
and see. Was he not tempted by the offer of all earthly good, if he 
would worship and serve Satan rather than God? Is not this the 
same kind of temptation, for which thousands plunge into sin, and 
make shipwreck of all hope of heaven. Analyze the subject of your 
Redeemer’s temptations, and see if they do not accord with the tempta- 
tions to sin, which have always been the lure and the ruin of our 
race. Jesus alone has resisted them, and conquered Satan, and ful- 
filled God’s eternal law. 

Or, if we consider the course of his life, as marked by the perfor- 
mance of all duties towards God and man, how striking and wonder- 
ful it appears. With what assiduity must he have studied the pro- 
phets and the law! The wondering people, in view of his attain- 
ments, exclaim, how knoweth this man letters, having never learned ? 
With what just and pungent reproof, he tells the people, “ Ye do err, 
not knowing the Scriptures.” How perfect his acquaintance with all 
the word of God! How apposite his quotations in every scene of 


life! and to the various subjects of his instructions ! and how intimate 
his knowledge of all = that were written in the law of Moses, in 


the Prophets, and in the s concerning himself! How wonder- 
fal the spirit of devotion that characterized his life. His was no more 
a life of sorrow, than it was of prayer ! 

How uniform and consistent his observance of the Sabbath day, in 
an era and among a generation of the deepest darkness as to its spi- 
ritual meaning. How constant and unwearied his attentions to the 
sick, the dying, and the mourners. How perfect his fulfilment of the 
law of love, even under the greatest provocation that insult and injury 
can give. 

In his own country, when he taught the neighbors of Joseph and 
Mary in the Synagogue, so that they were astonished at his doctrine, 
they derided him as only the carpenter’s son. 

me esteemed him as the friend of publicans and sinners, because 
he mingled with the common people, a and drinking with them, 
at their own tables. Some called him a glutton and a wine bibber, 
because as a prophet, he conformed in meat and drink to the customs 
of the people, and did not practice the abstemiousness and austerity of 
prophets, who roamed in the wilderness, clad in the coarse apparel of 
camel’s hair, and living on the locusts and wild honey of the desert. 

He was often derided and was laughed to scorn. They called him a 
Sabbath breaker and a blasphemer, and a despiser of the law. 
charged him as a madman, with being possessed with the devil. They 
called him Belzebub himself, the very chief and prince of devils, 
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Yes, they declared the Son of God, the only begotten of the Father, 
the most holy, the blessed and glorious One, to be no other than 
Satan, the prince of devils, the father of lies, the murderer from the 
“ne, the worst and most hateful of all the creatures of God. 
ere is personal abuse, to which the records of injustice and ca- 
lumny among men, can show no parallel. But his only reply was) 
“ T have not a devil, ye do dishonor me.” 
How many nal indignities did he receive? They mocked 
him, they we wey they laid in wait to catch him in his words, 


Spies watched, feigning specious pretences to entangle him in hig . 


yes His disciples, even, who had solemnly declared, that a 
ould die with him, yet would they not deny him, yet all fo 

him and fled. One denied cursing and blaspheming, and another be- 
trayed him to his murderers with a kiss ! 

e crucifiers hurry him to the High Priests. The men around 
mock and buffet him. They blindfold and smite him in the face. They 
deride and blaspheme him. 

At early dawn, they urge him to the council, and lay grievous but 

undless accusations against him. The drag him to Pilate and to 
erod, and repeat and multiply the tokens of their derison, scorn and 
hate. They set him at nought, and deck his brow with a pierci 
crown, and array him in a gorgeous robe, and place a sceptre in his 
hand, in mockery of his royalty. 

But this was not enough. It was not enough that they hunted him 
as a thief, with weapons and torches :—not enough, that they suborned 
witnesses with false accusations of blasphemy :—not enough, that 
they buffetted him and smote him with the palms of their hands, and 
spit in his face, and that at the very tribunal of justice and of law, in 
utter defiance of every principle of both. : 

No. Malignity was not satisfied with the blood, which the strokes 
of the scourge might draw. To Calvary, to Calvary he must go! 
Crucify him, crucify him, is the cry. With thieves he must sulle, 
and with thieves expire. His must be the ignominious and agonizi 
death, which rebels, robbers and assassins only were condemned to die 
And yet he was guiltless. He had violated no law, human or divine. 
Pilate, the recreant arbiter of justice and of law, washed his hands 
and said, “I find no fault in him;” and yet delivers him over to 
death. 

One of the dying thieves said to the others, “ We receive the due 
reward of our doh. but this man hath done nothing amiss.” 

The Roman Centurion, who conducted the execution, and his band, 
who watched the last moments of the sufferer, and heard his dying 
words, felt the trembling of the earthquake, and saw the darkness 
over all the land, and knew of the rending of the temple vail, and the 
solemn pause throughout all nature,—they even exclaimed, “certainly 
this was a righteous man: truly this was the Son of God.” 

Judas the betrayer, went out and hanged himself, leaving his dying 
testimony, “ I have betrayed the innocent blood.” 
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' Such is the evidence of the innocency, the spotlessness, the righteous- 
ness of our crucified Lord. Is there a me in all the Book of 
God for man to obey, that does not find an example and fulfilment in 
the life and obedience of our Kine or Ricutgousness ? 

I shall now proceed to consider the use, which the Apostles made 
of this great and glorious doctrine. 

The great Apostle of the Gentiles, addressing the Church at 
Philippi, says of himself, “ If any man thinketh he hath whereof he 
might trust in the flesh, I more :””—that is, “ he had more reason to trust 
in self-righteousness, than any other man ;”’ and yet he adds, “ I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in Him, 
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God, by faith.” Such are the apostle’s views in respect to his per- 
sonal interest in the righteousness of Christ. In his very first epistle, 
to the pagan church in Galatia, he says with great emphasis, “ a man 
is. not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ. Even we, in Hebrews, have believed in Jesus Christ, that we 
might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the 
law, for by the works of the law, shall no flesh be justified.” 

In the Epistle to the Romans, his first great object is to prove— 
“that by the deeds of the law, no flesh shall be justified in the sight 
of God, but by the righteousness which is by faith ot Jesus Christ.” 

Paul says, he is not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for therein 
the righteousness of God is revealed. He says, also, that by one 
man, sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and as by the 
offence of one, to wit, the disobedience of Adam, judgment came upon 
all men, to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of one, that is 
the obedience and righteousness of Christ, the free gift came apon all 
men, unto justification of life. 

He speaks of those who, ignorant of God’s righteousness, go. 
about to establish their own, and have not submitted themselves unto 
the righteousness of Christ ; for Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth. 

His Epistles to the Corinthians, to Titus, to the Hebrews, and in- 
deed all his writings abound with contrast and antithesis, and almost 
every form of figure and of speech, to illustrate and enforce the great 
doctrine of justification, not by works of ee which we have 
done; but by faith in the righteousness of Christ. How the rags of 
human righteousness appear, and how gloriously the robes of our Re- 
deemer shine, in the mirror which the apostle holds up ! 

But last of all, this great apostle, when near the close of his life, 
as he looks back upon the race he had run, and forward to the scenes 
before him, in the future worid, exclaims—“‘I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me, a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give 
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me in that day.” Then, the crown at which Paul aimed, was’ the 
crown of the s righteousness. Much is said in the Biblegf 
the crown of life! The apostles loved to dwell upon it. But the 
Christian believer too often, alas, reads of that crown with a vague and 
indefinite conception of its nature and erry They conceive it to 
be a figurative expression, meaning almost — that is bri 

and glorious in heaven. But Paul gives it a clear, definite onde 
tinct signification. We need not doubt what it is. Paul says to 

Corinthians, “‘ that they ran in the Christian race, not to gain a cop 
ruptible, but an incorruptible crown.” James speaks of the crown of 


life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. Pete 


says, “ when the chief shepherd shall appear, the faithful shall re. 
ceive a crown of plory that fadeth not away.” John, in the vision of 
the apocalypse, delivers the message from the Son of Man to the 
church of Ephesus, saying to its members, “Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I yn oe thee a crown of life the crown of righteous 


ness, of glory, and of life, which the Lord, the righteous sndge, give 


to his penitent and believing children.” There are also other i 
scripture figures, which seem to illustrate this same truth. 
Isaiah describes the Messiah as going forth on his redeeming mis 
sion among men, with “ righteousness as the girdle of his loins,” and 
calls the trophies of his work, which adorn the hill of Zion, the trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord. He represents the ran- 
somed church, in their exulting praise, as saying of their Lord, “He 


hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me 
with the robe of righteousness.” And John, in one of the glorious 
visions of the apocalypse, beholds the church at the marriage of the 
Lamb, arrayed in fine linen, the righteousness of the saints. 


Remarks.—1. We see in this Scripture delineation, one of those 


striking and wonderful points of view, in which ‘the Bible represents . 


the character of our Redeemer. Unlike every other being that has ap- 
peared among our race, He stands forth solitary and alone, distin- 

uished from all the rest of mankind, as the fulfiller of God’s eternal 
aw. Let your imaginations roam along the track of ages, from Ad- 
am’s day to the flood, from the flood to the coming of Christ, from his 
death to our time, and from the present down to the end of the world; 
and among all the countless myriads of all generations, Jesus Curist 
is represented as the ONLY ONE who ever has kept, or ever will keep 
the holy law of heaven ! 

The fairest and brightest specimens of human character that adorn 
the pages of history, stand at an immeasurable distance below him. 
Patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and saints, of all ages, with all the un- 
distinguishable multitude of sinners of every degree, stand together, 
the wretched, guilty, condemned violators of the eternal law of hea- 
ven. Christ Jesus stands, and will forever stand alone, pure and holy, 
the sublime and glorious spectacle of on, AND ONE ONLY, amidst the 
countless throng of this ruined race of ours, who has kept God’s law! 
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Truly, Jesus Christ is the spotless lamb. He is the bright and morn- 
ing star. He is the sun of righteousness, rising still, and shedding his 
healing beams on this dark world of sin. He is the Lorp our nicut- 


BOUSNESS. 
2. Ihave said nothing of Christ’s sufferings and death, as the 
of our pardon. Ihave designedly spoken only of his ricuT- 
gousness, as the ground of justification. To set forth the scripture 
yiew of his character and passion, as the Lams stain from the founda- 
tion of the world, illustrated by types and observances, from the time of 
the first sinner’s sacrifice, to the time of his own expiring cry, would re- 
ire a discourse of itself, more extended than this. And none of my 
hearers will forget, in this contemplation of his character, that he also 


bore our sins in his own body on the tree. He is the Lorp our Ricut- 


gousNEss, and he is also the Lord, our ransom and our sacrifice. 

3. We see here the true scripture doctrine of perfection. Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. If 
righteousness came by the law, then Christ were dead in vain. But 
now, there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. The 
righteousness of Christ is counted unto them ; for He is the righteous 
branch ; He is the Lord their righteousness ; and they are the trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord. It is hés perfection and not 
ours, by which we must be saved. His spotless righteousness and per- 
fect sacrifice, are the only grounds of salvation ! 

4, We see also the error of all the forms of false religion. Human 
ingenuity has devised a thousand expedients to make amends for sins. 
Mankind have resorted to sacrifice and penance, and innumerable acts 
of self-mortification, in the vain hope of expiating sin, and justifying 
themselves in the sight of God. But all such attempts are founded in 
erroneous and defective views of the Divine law,—of the nature of 
true obedience, and of the means of justification, which God has pro- 
vided. ; 

The law requires a perfect righteousness. The law demands that 
the whole life of man, from the cradle to the grave, should be spent 
in constant and unceasing exercise of supreme love to God and love to 
man. But all mankind have failed in this, and are utterly destitute 
of righteousness in the sight of God. Not a single individual of all 
the race of Adam, (Christ only excepted,) has ever obeyed the first 
command, embracing in its spirit every duty which man owes to his 
Maker. And the second like unto it, comprehending every duty 
which human beings owe to each other, has received no better obedi- 
ence.- The world have trampled them under foot. They have reject- 
ed the commands of their Almighty Maker, and laid them in the dust. 
They have said with Pharaoh, “ Who is the Almighty that we should 
obey his voice ?”? The broken fragments of the tables of stone are 
scattered among all nations. 

But when Christ came, he came, saying, “ Lo, I come to do thy 
will, O God.” And he did it. He obeyed the law. And it is by his 
obedience, “THE OBEDIENCE OF ONE, THAT MANY MUST BE MADE RIGHT- 
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nous.” He has magnified the law and made it honorable. Christ/hgy 
restored the broken tablets. The Lord is well pleased for his right. 
eousness sake. ee 
My dear Redeemer and my Lord, if 
I read my duty in thy word, = be: 
But in thy life, the Law appears, : a 
Drawn out in living characters. ag 
And this shows us, finally, what a debt, what a wei t of obliga 
tions, we are under to our Jesus Christ. The whole world isin. _ 
debted tohim. The whole human race, from the first man that was 
made to the last that shall be born, are under unspeakable and even. 
lasting obligations to our Lord and Savior. And ten thousand time. 
+ ae nnn Ae bn ae 
ou, w-immortals, to consider what 
to the Sian tiod. Kall upon ou, by all that, he hien- dies 
suffered fa juldjto disks hiek the dus Telaren. I know full well that 
you owe him ten thousands of talents, and have nothing to pay. — 
therefore, I beseech you, to give him all that you can give, and ail 
that is not his already, your gratitude, your love, your services, and 
your praise. Be th sed done bins-atenneaih giclen ith ; 
I call on every heart. Have you ever, in sincerity and truth, of 
fered your poor tribute of thanks and praise to him, wn bey aa 
the law for you, and for you borne your sins in his own body on 
tree. 


like 
O, praise him, every heart and voice! Praise your Redeemer. Tet 
every thing that hath th, praise the Lord. ee 


aws s ose 


ee a ee) he le oe Uh Ue UL ee 





